[bookmark: _GoBack]  Promoting Our Profession

 It was not long ago, when the dentist was considered to be the only provider and would perform all treatment, including prophylaxis, in the dental office. Today, the field of dental hygiene is to be considered an independent practice all its own. It is one of the fastest growing occupations and is said to grow 36% by the year 2018. Dental hygiene programs are truly blossoming with interest. Limited not only to being a provider, but an educator, researcher, community advocate, organizational representative, and writer. The possibilities are endless. 
   Being a registered dental assistant for six years, I always enjoy my interaction with patients, but I yearn for more. I wanted to learn to be a better educator, and provide patients with the best treatment I could. I chose to enroll in UMDNJ/SHRP’s dental hygiene program, and it was here that I knew I would be taught the skills I needed to grow. Each new patient presents with a whole new case, and like a good novel, a whole new mystery to solve. What was the cause? What can change? What tools can I use to achieve my goals for this patient? These are all questions dental hygienists must ask themselves, and prevention is one of the many keys to success that we can provide. I love the challenge of trying to change someone’s opinion of what it is that we do, which is not just “clean teeth”.  We are community advocates trying to reach out to those in need. We are researchers who are looking for answers. We are educators who promote new generations to keep this profession alive and growing. Being a SADHA member and attending meetings, I’ve noticed a tremendous amount of support not only for each other, but also the profession as a whole. If not for these organizations, many rights that we have today may not exist. Local anesthesia is the perfect example of that. This profession is crucial to keeping someone in health, both orally & systemically. And today that realization has arrived. The fact that there is a correlation between the medical and dental fields opens many doors, giving opportunities and career options for a dental hygienist looking to promote our profession in a whole new light. Although exploring this is new ground, one must take the step to continue awareness between the two.  

   Promoting our profession extends into the future. As new rights are passed, our skills and our value increase. This holds our profession to a higher standard. I hold myself to this standard and hope to do so for many years. The unending potential and growth in the field of dental hygiene is how I knew that I had made the right career choice. I look forward to seeing what the future holds and where my education will take me. As I have mentioned previously, the possibilities for a dental hygienist are never ending. The choice lies in the dental hygienist looking to step out of the operatory and into a new revolution for practicing and promoting our career. 
